
At the final April 29th Sunday service, Dr. Dodd was honored for his work by 
Mayor Clyde Fant. Shreveport Journal reporter Rupert Peyton wrote again, 
“Dodd was visibly moved and his voice choked as he paraphrased General 
MacArthur’s statement, ‘I’m just an old soldier of the Cross who never dies 
but just fades away.’ Dr. Dodd also acknowledged that Mrs. Billy Sunday, 
widow of the late evangelist was in attendance, and received a standing 
ovation.”   

After 75 years, most of those who attended the Greater Shreveport      
Evangelistic Crusade are no longer with us. A few who were children or 
teenagers in 1951 still retain fond memories.  

Two future Baptist preachers from Shreveport were greatly impacted. The    
Rev. R.F. Gates was one of the 5,000 who was saved in April 1951. I had 
the opportunity several months ago to visit with R.F.’s widow Nancy Gates, 
who is still a very sharp 91 years of age. She recounted that she and R.F. 
were High School sweethearts, and they had attended several nights of the 

crusade. R.F. was a senior and she was a junior. Nancy stated, “R.F. had attended one evening without me and he called me 
on the phone late that night to tell me he had gotten saved. I said, ‘you got what?’ He said ‘Nancy, God has saved me!’ “   
Nancy Gates said, “I never saw a more changed person in my entire life. He was in God’s Word daily and became a lifelong 
soul winner. We married not long after we graduated Byrd High School. We made a life together in the pastorate along with 
many years in full-time evangelism. You might say, R.F. got saved and never got over it and wanted everyone to know about 
it.”  R.F. Gates published a tract that he used for years entitled, “The Day I Lost My Religion,” referencing that night in 
State Fair Stadium. While listening to Billy Graham, the Holy Spirit convicted a good, moral, Methodist teenager that he was 
headed for a Christ-less eternity without Him.   

Also, the newly married Rev. Joe Bob Alexander and wife, Barbara, attended several nights of the crusade. When Bro. Joe Bob 
and I met, he fondly remembered that he and Barbara both knew R.F. and Nancy from High School and the four of them  
remained lifelong friends through their years of ministry. One of the aspects that made the Graham Crusade memorable to 
Bro. Joe Bob was that he had surrendered to the Gospel Ministry the month before at Highland Baptist Church, and had just 
preached his first sermon days before the Graham Crusade. Bro. Joe Bob stated, “As a very green preacher, I was listening to   
every word spoken by Billy Graham. I learned a lot from him as I watched how he presented the Gospel and gave an        
invitation.”  At 93, Joe Bob Alexander faithfully continues to preach.  

 

Heaven only knows the lasting fruit that was produced 75 years ago and how that impacted the churches of northwest     
Louisiana for decades to come. Much of that fruit was the birth of new churches. Following the successful Graham Crusade, 
from 1951 until 1963, more Southern Baptist churches were started in Caddo and Bossier parishes than any other decade. A 
total of 26 churches in all, with most located in Shreveport and Bossier, and a few in Haughton. 

Dr. M.E. Dodd went to be with the Lord in the summer of 1952 at the age of 74 while serving as an interim pastor in southern 
California. He is buried in Forest Park Cemetery in Shreveport. Dr. Billy Graham joined his Lord and Savior in 2018 at the age 
of 99. Graham is buried in his native North Carolina in a simple pine plywood box made by inmates from the Louisiana State 
Penitentiary in Angola.     

These two giants were a generation apart in Southern Baptist ministry. One lived in the first half of the 20th century, and the 
other in the last half of the 20th century. M.E. Dodd was in the twilight of his ministry and Billy Graham was just beginning his 
when, seventy-five years ago, God brought their lives together in the spring of 1951 in Shreveport, Louisiana. 

              Article written by Lane Moore 

Editor’s Notes from the April 30, 1951 Shreveport Journal: The final Sunday afternoon service was aired live 

on ABC’s Hour of Decision broadcast, which went out to 238 affiliate stations and was heard by an estimated audience of  
15-20 million viewers. 

Billy Graham Crusade Totals 

Final Sunday Attendance at the State Fair Stadium - 28,000 

Total attendance in State Fair Stadium for three weeks -  203,000 

Total attendance Shreveport, Longview, Ruston and Pineville - 223,000 

Total decisions for Christ on the final Sunday - 574 

Grand total for decisions for Christ at all four cities - 5,446  

  

Just 18 months earlier a 30-year-old Billy Graham became a household name in America. It was the fall of 1949 and the 
Greater Los Angeles Revival was underway. It was scheduled for three weeks of 
nightly services. It concluded after eight weeks. Scores of celebrities and high profile 
people were being saved. During the two-month crusade, Graham preached to over 
350,000 people. It was hailed as the most fruitful revival meeting since the early 
1900's, when former professional baseball player turned evangelist, Billy Sunday, 
was holding revivals.   

How did a country boy from North Carolina, serving as the only full-time staff   
evangelist for Youth For Christ, having led only a handful of revivals, become known 
all across America? Because of one name, William Randolph Hearst. Even though 
the two men never met, the San Francisco publisher became enamored with Billy     
Graham’s patriotism and anti-communist message, along with his ability to draw 
young people. As the Los Angeles crusade continued for weeks, Hearst told his   
reporters to send regular news wires to his newspapers across the country so   
readers could follow the revival. Within weeks the evangelist became a household 
name, with his photo on the covers of TIME, Newsweek and Life magazines. At the 
media mogul’s peak, William Randolph Hearst owned 30 newspapers in major U.S. 
cities. In 1949 with television in its infancy, the principle avenues for news         
consumption were radio and monthly magazines, but primarily through daily          
newspapers.   

 

 

How was a nationally known evangelist, who was now wanted in major cities across America, enticed to hold a crusade in 
Shreveport, Louisiana? Because of one name, Dr. M.E. Dodd. Evangelist Billy Graham was a Southern Baptist, and anyone 
who was a Southern Baptist in the first half of the twentieth century knew about M.E. Dodd.  

Dr. M.E. Dodd became pastor of First Baptist Shreveport in 1912 and served until his retirement in the summer of 1950. 
During his 38 years as pastor, the church was located in downtown Shreveport at the corner of Travis and McNeil. Today, 
that corner is home to Shreveport’s Government Plaza.  

Dodd was the architect of the Cooperative Program, adopted by the SBC in 1925 as the primary means of funding the    
missions and ministries of the Convention. He was a two-term president of the SBC in 1933-34. Dodd helped organize the 
New Orleans Bible Institute from 1915-1917, which became New Orleans Seminary. He took a leave of absence from First 
Shreveport during World War I to serve as a chaplain for our soldiers in Europe. He was a prolific author who wrote 14 
books as well as numerous gospel tracts and pamphlets which were translated into seven languages. He went on three  
extensive mission tours including one tour around the world preaching through interpreters in forty-seven languages and 
dialects. M.E. Dodd was a true statesmen among Southern Baptists. Billy Graham 
would adopt the same global mind-set in the last half of the twentieth century, 
taking the gospel around the world.  

After Dodd retired from the pastorate in August 1950, he begin to correspond 
with the Graham Evangelistic team concerning Billy Graham coming to       
Shreveport to conduct a Crusade. Finally a date was secured in the spring of 
1951. Dodd would serve as the chairman of the Crusade Executive Committee 
and Rev. T.C. Pennell, pastor of Ingleside, would serve as Vice Chairman.      
Other Association pastors —  Ira Peak, Queensborough; Scott Tatum,        
Broadmoor; and W.L. Sewell, First Bossier — chaired sub-committees. Many   
laymen held leadership positions during the months of preparation.       
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Picture Index: 
 

1. Reserved tickets used for the Graham Crusade 

2. Shreveport Journal photo from Sunday, April 29, 1951 

    (Before stadium expansion, you could clearly see the top of Fair 

Park High School behind the north end zone)  

3. Graham preaching at the 1949 Los Angeles tent revival  

4. Dodd welcomes Graham to the platform on the final Sunday of the   

Crusade 

5. Shreveport’s Mayor Clyde Fant honors Dodd as chairman of the       

Crusade Committee 

6. Dodd and Graham meet in Ft. Worth, Texas, in Feb. 1951 for       

Crusade preparation 

7. Dodd welcomes Graham as he arrives in Shreveport to begin the       

Crusade   
 

Photos provided from M.E. Dodd memorabilia and archives at the                              

Northwest Association office  7. 
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April 2026 marks the 75th Anniversary of the Greater Shreveport    
Evangelistic Crusade with Billy Graham.  

 

After months of preparation, the Billy Graham Crusade began on April 8,1951, at 
the Louisiana State Fair Stadium. It concluded on Sunday afternoon, April 29, 1951. 
The plan was for week-night services to be held at the Municipal Auditorium in 
downtown Shreveport and weekend services to be held at the State Fair Stadium. 
Due to larger than expected weekday attendance, all services were eventually 
moved to State Fair Stadium.  

The following are excerpts from reporter Rupert Peyton of the Shreveport Journal’s 
April 30th afternoon edition. The local newspaper headline reads:  

CITY’S GREATEST EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE COMES TO A              
GLORIOUS CONCLUSION SUNDAY  

“The Greater Shreveport Evangelistic Crusade ended in a blaze of natural beauty and spiritual glory Sunday afternoon. 
The Holy Spirit stirred the souls of thousands of the huge audience that nearly filled the Fair Grounds stadium. It was a 
fitting climax to the greatest revival Shreveport has ever known.”   

“During the brief three weeks of ministry in the area more than 5,000 professed faith in Christ as the result of Graham’s 
preaching, which also included special evangelistic services held in Longview, Ruston, and Pineville.” 

“Graham’s final sermon was a clarion call for national and individual repentance, and he closed it with a stirring         
declaration that Christ alone is the answer to all human problems, collective or individual. On that final Sunday as the 
choir begin to sing ‘Just As I Am,’ the march of the penitents began from all sections. They came and they came from all   
sections of the stadium. An elderly lady slowly walked onto the field assisted by two friends. She was too feeble to stand, 
so a chair was secured for her to sit. She wept audibly as a friend read to her passages from John’s Gospel. Nearby a 
teen-aged girl sobbed. A mother wept with joy because her daughter had accepted Christ. A man who had drank too 
much liquor bowed his head and declared his faith. A crippled woman using crutches came weeping. A group of soldiers 
in uniform joined the throng to stand for Christ.”  

“Taking his text on the subject, ‘Will God Spare America,’ Graham illustrated with Biblical  accounts how nations of the 
past had been destroyed because they forgot God and sank into sin. Describing the attributes of God, Graham said that 

the Creator has never changed. He is a jealous God who       
refuses to share His glory with anyone or anything, whether it is 
an idol or pleasures of the world. God is no respecter of persons 
nor of nations.”  

“We are living on borrowed time in America, Graham shouted. 
Why would God spare America? He did not spare Sodom and 
Gomorrah. He has not spared nations that were less sinful than 
America. He did not spare His own beloved Son. God will      
destroy all who continue in sin and reject Jesus Christ.”  

“Graham left immediately after the service by plane back to 
Charlotte, N.C. On Tuesday he will go to Washington D.C. and 
address a number of congressmen and senators and the general 
public Tuesday night at the Washington armory. Graham       
announced that he would have something of national and      
international importance to say at the Washington meeting.” 

 

 PASTOR MUSIC YOUTH CHILDREN OTHER 
 Haynes Avenue - PT 

Providence - PT 
Westwood - PT 
 

FBC Benton - PT 
Emmanuel - PT 
Mooringsport - PT 
 

Belcher - PT 
Ellerbe - FT 
Ferry Lake - PT 
 

FBC Blanchard - Hourly Nursery Workers 
New Birth - Children’s Church - Volunteer 
 

Staff Updates  Non-Profit Org 
US Postage Paid 
Shreveport LA 
Permit 37 

NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES 

Staff Opportunities 

Pastor Anniversaries 
Robert Green 1994 Colquitt 

Chuck Pourciau 1999 Broadmoor 

Michael Reicard 2011 Koran 

Larry Earhart 2013 Salem 

Bill Treadway 2013 Mt. Gilead 

Thomas Myles 2020 New Birth

Belle Park - FT 
New Bethel - PT 
Oak Hill - PT 
Pinecroft - PT 
 

Ford Park:  Geaux 4 K ids Open House. April 
23, 4:30 - 6:30 pm. Open to all. Come and see 
the ministry they provide. 

North Shreve:  Southern P lainsmen Quartet in    
concert May 3, 6 pm. Love offering.   
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Be sure you’re 
in church this            

Easter Sunday! 

http://www.Facebook.com/NWLBA

