Mile Markers of a Church in Trouble

As 2025 comes o v close, here ave (0 makers
Ul mavy indicale your church is in Trouble.
1. Doctrinal Drift. In an effort to reach more people and sound inclusive to the world, churches may begin to make compromises and water down

doctrinal truths.
2. Evangelistic Atrophy. For churches evangelism is always a great goal, but in actuality very little is done about it.

3. Failure to be Relevant. The gospel was not written in a cultural vacuum. Ministry has to organized in a way that we don’t become a huddled
mass of believers hiding from a lost world.

4. Too Inwardly Focused. If all of your programs and ministries are simply to keep the flock happy, your church is in trouble.

5. Church Conflict. Church folks can find a way to make an argument about most anything. Perpetual power
struggles can rule the day in many churches.

6. The Priority of Comfort. People will do most anything in church rather than change, even if it means seeing
the church decline. This is my class, my coffee pot, my pew, and my parking spot!

7. A Growing llliteracy of the Bible. More and more church members don’t know what they believe or why they
believe it. Asking church members to give a defense for the gospel can be a challenge for the unprepared.

8. Hoarding of Money and Possessions.

“Don’t worry Pastor, we have plenty of money in the bank. We'll be fine.”

“Don’t throw that away. | remember when she donated that to the church.”

9. Failure to Follow. Clearly, pastoral trust and credibility can be lost. But if the pastor possesses both, and the
members still won't let him lead so that he walks on egg shells to avoid being fired, the church is in trouble.

10. Soft Idolatry. If our beloved programs, our special events, those faded pictures on the walls, and the
furnishings have become far too important, then the church is in trouble.

7025 ANNUAL MEETING WRAP UP

S}rmm«avéfﬂmvé/y to the Rose Park Baptist Church family and pastor B.J. “Rocky” Maddox for hosting our 55"

Annual Meeting. During the business session, messengers approved a $568,100 annual budget for the Association and a
$918,500 annual budget for Bethany Camp & Conference Center. Multiple
committee reports were given and Lane Moore gave a “State of the Association”
address.

The Northwest Association was privileged to hear from Dr. Jeff Iorg, President of the
Executive Committee in Nashville, Tennessee, as the Southern Baptist Convention
celebrated the 100" anniversary of the Cooperative Program in 2025. The pulpit used
during the annual meeting was the pulpit of Dr. M.E. Dodd, pastor of FBC,
Shreveport, from 1912-1950. He is credited as the founder of the Cooperative
Program as he chaired the committee that presented the strategy to Southern
Baptists in 1925. We
were blessed to be able
to honor his
contribution and legacy
to Southern Baptist
missions and ministry.

A letter was received
and accepted from the
il South Bossier Baptist
Church to host the 56
Annual Meeting on

8 October 19, 2026.

Shreveport BCM /Stephen Craver

Some of the most anticipated events of the
Shreveport BCM fall semester are fast
approaching. The first will be our annual

o

Friendsgiving event.
This isn't just your
typical Thanksgiving
feast. This year will be
extra special as we
partner with the LSUS
International Student
Association. Our BCM
students will have a chance to tell international students all
about Thanksgiving,
and more
importantly, about
| the One to Whom we
1 are thankful! The
»1 second major event
will be our Christmas
break mission trip. As
our churches prepare
for cantatas and
Sunday School
parties, our students
= | prepare to help make
* | Christmas possible for
the less fortunate.
Each year our
¢ | students journey to
Dallas and work with
Mission Arlington to
operate a Christmas
1] store for families in
7 BPCC Lunen VLS commur_1ity. Each
— person coming
through the store will not only get gifts for their children but
will also be presented with the gospel! Christmas wouldn't
happen for many without this ministry and our students love
getting to play Santa in this fun, Christ-honoring way.

S8 Thank you to every church,
small group, and individual
| whose support makes this
fun and vital ministry
happen!

If you would like to join us
in all that God is doing at
i the Shreveport BCM, sign up
il for our monthly newsletter
by emailing us at:
shreveportbcm@gmail.com!

Suspected Arson Hits Two Rural N.C.
Churches

Calvary’s Cross Baptist Church and
Tabernacle Baptist Church, both in
Cleveland County, N.C., were set on fire
several weeks ago in what investigators
are treating as cases of suspected arson.
Both churches sustained damage to the
buildings’ exteriors. Fortunately both
fires were quickly noticed by passing

Culrure Warch ~National News

neighbors who called the fire department. Since 2018

there have been 1,384 documented acts of hostility
against churches in the United States.

Source: The Washington Stand

Millennials And Generation Z Are Driving A

Bible Reading Comeback

After years of decline in Bible reading by Americans,

something unexpected is happening. Young Americans are
opening the Bible again. David Kinnaman, CEO of Barna

Group, said "This aligns with other signs of spiritual

Interest and reinforces the finding that Christian faith and
practice are experiencing a reset moment.” Below is a 25

year trend on Bible reading in America.  source: Barna

Research

Bible Reading Has Spiked in 2025

% Of U.S. Adults and Christians Who Read the Bible Weekly
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Barna Group | n=138,566 interviews with U.S. adults between 2000 and October 2025.

ource: Barna Group - Created with Datawrapper
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U.S. Adults Split On Role Of Religion In

Public Schools

U.S. adults are nearly equally divided on how much of a

role religion should play in

public

schools, according to a You-Gov
poll. A third (34%) say it doesn't

much of a role.

play enough of a role, a quarter
(26%) say it's involved about the
right amount, and a quarter
(26%) say religion plays too

Source: You-Gov
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Randy Zeigler 2021 South Bossier Lane Moore, Director of Missions

Staff Changes ' 0

Barksdale: Josh Cagle, Pastor, from Oak Hill Baptist [é

Church 6

Pinecroft: Steve Pettey, Pastor, to Social Springs Baptist }

Church, Ringgold, LA
Providence: Annison Stasny, Music, resigned

But is Cultural Christianity
Dying in America?

f:rom the NLBA Stag

Missions & Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering

We love our cultural traditions in the United States, and Christian culture is everywhere, from seasonal holidays, to art
Nov. 70 - Dec. 7, 2027

and architecture. Phrases like “In God We Trust’ and “One Nation Under God,” are ingrained in our vernacular. For
generations, calling yourself a Christian was as American as apple pie! That day has passed.

The divide between the faithful followers of Christ and the occasional church attender is wider than ever. Today there
is no stigma in being totally unaffiliated with a church, but in many cases people still call themselves a Christian.
According to Pew Research, the number of Americans who identify as having no religion has risen 266% in the last
three decades. Today, 39% of adults 18-29 are religiously unaffiliated. A generation ago that number was 10%.

i
David Closson, the director of the Center for Biblical Worldview at the Family Research Council, stated, "Cultural
Christianity has been good for America, but bad for the Church. Cultural Christianity was good in that it did cause
Americans to form a moral consensus. For generations, the basic beliefs and convictions of Christianity have been
adhered to and followed by a large percentage of the American public.” By encouraging cultural Christianity over

many generations, have we inadvertently created a belief that if America is a Christian nation and I live in America,
I must be a Christian, therefore I must be right with God?

Many Americans identify as Christian because of their family’s past religious affiliation or practice, but they aren't true
disciples of Jesus Christ. They intellectually recognize Christianity as true and subscribe to the moral teachings found
in the Bible, but without genuine faith it’s a fruitless belief. As meaningful as attending church, saying grace before a
meal, or owning a Bible may be, it doesn’t make you a disciple of Christ.

British Pastor, William Booth, who founded the Salvation Army in 1865, said generations ago, "7he chief danger to
true faith that confronts us will be religion without the Holy Spirit, Christianity without Christ, forgiveness without
repentance, salvation without regeneration, politics without God, and Heaven without Hell.”
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WINTER CAMP FOR STUDENTS FROM GRADES 6TH -12TH

Perhaps the greatest culprit in creating a society of cultural Christians is nostalgia, as many Americans continue to
make a practice of going to church at Christmas and Easter. This month, millions will still put up their Nativity scene,
along with snowmen and reindeer, but have they missed the real meaning of Christmas for nostalgia and tradition?

As great as the divide may be between the churched and the unchurched who want little to do with the Bride of
Christ, there still remains a cultural acceptance of Christianity in northwest Louisiana. Thankfully, in recent months
there seems to be a serious curiosity among young people to the things of God following the death of Charlie Kirk. Let

us pray that these young people around the country find a Bible believing, God honoring church that can lead them to
a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

prayarklatex.com Sign up your church today! "Examine yourselves as to whether you be in the faith.” 2 Corinthians 13:5

Staff Opportunities
PASTOR MUSIC YOUTH CHII DREN QTHFR 7 ’70%? gmww.
Belle Park - FT Pinecroft - PT Haynes Avenue - PT | FBC Benton - PT Belcher - PT FBC Blanchard - Hourly Nursery Workers
Eountrys'de -PT Summer Grove - FT| North Keithville - PT | Emmanuel - PT Ferry Lake - PT New Birth - Children’s Church - Volunteer
astwood - FT . . .
Ida - FT Providence - PT Mooringsport - PT South Bossier - PT
New Bethel - PT Westwood - PT North Keithville - PT

Oak Hill - PT
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