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We are having an eventful start to the
year at Bethany Camp & Conference
Center. We began January with some
big winter camps scheduled. By the
end of the month, we will have had
over 450 youth campers between two
weekend events. We are excited that
NWLBA's new youth winter retreat called 1 Wknd is full
and shaping up to be an amazing weekend version of our
summer camp. We are also preparing to have NWLBA's
new Kids Winter Camp which will be a ton of fun. I love
having camps like these at the beginning of the year
because it's a great way for a youth or child to start a new
year with Jesus at the front and center of their lives.

These campers will also get to spend one of the first
weekends of the year with counselors from their local
churches, strengthening their relationships and creating
excitement for all the events their churches have planned
for the rest of the year.

Our staff is thrilled to be a part of another year helping
Bethany serve, grow, and improve. A new year, new

camps, new projects, new
Bethany

ministry opportunities and
Camp & Conference Center the same amazing God.
Bethanvea.com What could be more
£ ek exciting?

RURALTO REGIONAL CONFERENCE

MARCH 30-31. 2022

CYPRESS BAPTIST CHURCH - BENTON, LA

Q

HELPING
RURAL
CHURCHES
MAKE A
REGIONAL
IMPACT.

Call 318-965-2296
For More
Information.

€ 2

ruraltoregional.com

ARZADA

Transitional Living

e Disposable DiNNERWARE
e Bath Towels

e Twin Size Blankers

e Lysol Spray

e Paper Towels

e Toiler PAper

To help with these needs, please contact John Anderson,
Compassion Ministry Strategist, janderson@nwlba.org
or 318-230-3446

Shreveport Metro BCM
Baptist

Collegiate Ministry
Stephen Craver

spring semester.

join us from our local churches. We take

Through the BCM students get a chance to lead small grou

With a NEW YEar comes a new semester at the Shreveport
Baptist Collegiate Ministries. While last semester provided us with
many great ministry opportunities and fun memories there’s
something special about a spring semester. New student leaders

will lead their first small groups, and new baristas will join the fun at our GOLA Coffee Shop. we're
also excited to have two graduated students, Jennifer DeLeon and Pearl Merry, join us as interns for the

In fact, this reminds me of one of the most important ministries we do at the BCM. Each semester students

up our churches’ investment in those students, and through

discipleship and prayer we hope to make these students the best church members they can be.

ps and worship, plan ministry events, and participate in missions.

Our staff intentionally invests in them so that long after they've left campus they're still making an impact for the Kingdom.
This work is only possible because our churches support the BCM and North Louisiana Baptist Association. Let me say on

behalf of our staff and students, “Thank you!” The Lord is doing amazing things through your support.
(Pictured below: Annual BCM Hoe Down Throw Down & BCM Christmas Party)

If you or your church would like to get involved in this fun
shreveportbcm@gmail.com or 318-797-1946.

and important ministry reach out to us at

CULTURE WATCH
NATIONAL & WORLD NEWS

Post Christmas Review...How Much Do We Know
Today?
Recent Lifeway Research reveals disappointing news of
Americans knowledge of Christmas. While two out of three
: mm Americans say Christmas should be
more about Jesus, a large majority
B couldn’t give you the details of the
birth of Christ. Only 22% of all
Americans polled said they could
accurately tell the Christmas story
found in the Bible from memory. Those claiming to be
evangelicals were three times as likely to recount the
Christmas story from memory, while only 10% of religiously
unaffiliated could tell the Christmas story.

Alabama Baby Sets World Record Born 19 Weeks
Premature

Little Curtis Means weighed in at 14.8 ounces. Dr. Brian
Sims, who oversaw the delivery said, "Curtis was a fighter
and wanted to survive. He was on a ventilator for three
months. He responded well to
oxygen and his numbers kept A
going up.” Unfortunately, his twin &
sister only lived one day after she &%
and Curtis were delivered. 40
weeks is the desired gestation
period for a full term pregnancy.

Biden State Department: We're Committed To
Promote & Protect Abortion Around The World
“Reproduction freedom” is a phrase used by the pro-choice
community to reference legal abortion. "We affirm our full

commitment to promote and
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS protect the Sexua/ and
reproductive health of all individuals, recognizing the
essential and transforming role they play in gender equality

and women and girls’ empowerment around the world,”
said Ned Price, State Department spokesman.

China Orders Pastors To Support Communism and

*
*

Practice Socialism

Under new requirements, pastors and
religious leaders are required to “love the
motherland, support the leadership of
the Chinese Communist Party, and
practice the core values of socialism.”

Most U.S. Christians No Longer Believe In The
Holy Spirit

According to an Arizona Christian

o University study, there are 176 million

- | Americans who claim to be Christians. The
study shows that a majority believed in an
all powerful, all knowing, Creator of the
universe. However, more than half rejected several biblical
teachings, including the existence of the Holy Spirit.
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If you have little
girls in your house
like I do, then you
probably have seen
the movie Beauty
and the Beast
many times. “Tale
as old as time,” this
Disney classic has
captured our

hearts. It's the Dr. Chad Hardbarger, Pastor,

story about a proud and - gmanyel Baptist Church,
handsome prince Who is  Shreveport, LA

cursed to live as a
terrifying beast for his self-absorbed lifestyle until he
finds true love.

But who could love this beast? After all, he’s one ugly
dude now with a terrible voice and personality, and his
palace is in ruins. Even his servants are under this
curse, and they fear that their lives will never be the
same again.

But just when all hope seems lost, a beautiful young girl
takes a wrong turn and ends up at the beast’s palace.
To make a long story short, true love’s kiss follows, and
the beast is transformed into a handsome prince again,
and all his servants are restored with him. The prince
has learned his lesson well, and he will never be cruel
and selfish again.

Just as love transformed the beast, so God’s love has
transformed us! Apart from Christ, we all were once
beastly creatures, full of pride and selfishness. Under
the curse of sin, all hope seemed lost. But then Jesus
came and saved us in His love! Our lives were
transformed, and we can never be the same again.

This Valentine’s Day, my prayer is that you know the
love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord, and that you will
allow His love to flow through you into your churches,
your families, your neighborhoods, and your
workplaces. Despite these trying times in which we live,
“let us love one another, for love is of God, and
everyone who loves is born of God” (1 John 4.7-8).

Dr. Chad Hardbarger has been the pastor of Emmanuel
Baptist Church since 2011.Chad and his wife, Marsha, have
nine adopted children.



