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 PASTOR MUSIC YOUTH CHILDREN OTHER 
Belcher - Bi-Vo 
Elm Grove - Bi-Vo 
Emmanuel - Bi-Vo 
North Keithville - Bi-Vo 
Shreve City - Bi-Vo 
 

Lakeview - PT 
Trees - FT 
Westwood - PT 
Woodridge - FT 

Barksdale - PT 
Blanchard - FT 
Mooringsport - PT 
North Keithville - PT 
Plain Dealing - FT 
Princeton FBC - PT 
Westwood - PT 

Belcher - PT 
Ferry Lake - PT 
 

Bethany - Nursery Coordinator - PT 
Blanchard - Hourly Nursery Workers 
Norris Ferry - Administrative Assistant - PT 
New Birth - Children’s Church - Volunteer 
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US Postage Paid 
Shreveport LA 
Permit 37 

NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES 

 Staff Opportunities 

Pastor Anniversaries 
 

Gevan Spinney 2003 FBC Haughton 

Mike Anderson 2004 Haynes Avenue 

Jim Gstohl 2005 Tower 

Tracy Graham 2006 Norris Ferry 

Brett Puckitt 2018 FBC Vivian 

Scott O’Rear 2019 Belle Park 

Danny Taylor 2021 Ida 

John Prose 2022 Mooringsport 

New Staff 

Staff Changes 

Eastwood:  Brian Free and Assurance in concert Jan. 
27, 2023, 7 pm. Public invited. Love offering. 

MASADA TRANSITIONAL LIVING CENTER NEEDS: 
 
 

 New Bath Towels 
 New Twin Bed Sheet Sets 

 
Please bring any donations to the Association Office. 

Koran:  Graceann Slaton, Children  
Rose Park:  Chris Robinson, Students 

PLEASE POST INSIDE POSTER IN YOUR CHURCH 

Eastwood:  Brad Watson, Assoc. Pastor/ Youth, 
to FBC Vidalia, Pastor 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Over a thousand seniors attended two shows of The Branson @ Bethany Christmas Show 2022. Williamson 
Branch from Nashville, Tennessee, provided both shows with a variety of gospel, country, and bluegrass music. 
Master illusionist, Matt Adams, proved that the hand is quicker than the eye, as he involved the audience in 
numerous “how did he do that?” performances, and southern gospel tenor, Harold Ashcraft, brought the  
Christmas music everyone wanted to hear. 

 

Airline  

Broadmoor Ellerbe 

Emmanuel 

January 23-24, 2003 First Baptist, West Monroe 
LouisianaBaptists.org/ECON 

Brookwood 

Eastwood 

Rose Park 

First Keithville 

Woodridge 
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A Celebration! 
A Baby Being Born! 

 
 

 

“Over all these virtues put on love,  

which binds them all together  

in perfect unity “  

Colossians 3:4 

 
 

At this time of the year, it all begins! We start seeing the   
familiar ornaments, candy, and the Christmas music starts to 
play. We go to the stores and there are toys everywhere and  
the traffic begins to be unbearable.  

It’s officially Christmas! The kids are getting their ultimate list 
of everything they want. Some tend to lose focus on what 
Christmas is about. At times we just want to hurry through 
the holidays.   

Let me remind you of a story of an unconventional family long 
ago. God sent His angels to Mary and Joseph to tell them of 
the upcoming birth of a very special baby. I couldn’t even  
imagine what was going through their minds; especially    
during the times in which they lived. 

Many can get caught up in the business of Christmas and 
don’t take the time to share what the real reason for the    
season is! God sent His Son into this crazy world to show us 
His redemptive plan for mankind. Christ’s sacrifice for our sins 
showed how much He loved us, and it’s unconditional.  

Are people too eager to get through the holidays? Could it be 
because we’ve taken the focus off the Father’s gift to us?   

God gave us His Son without hesitation. God knew that we 
needed a savior, and the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Christ would deliver us from our sins.  

Many years ago a baby changed everything. Christ showed us 
that He is the way, the truth, and the life. 

So, slow down and enjoy the celebration of Christ’s birth and 
share it with others.  

Enjoy your family this Christmas, and show them the love that 
only Christ can give. Your family is a blessing and an         
important part of your life. We are celebrating our son’s first 
Christmas with Our Savior. Even though it’s a difficult time, 
we are keeping our eyes on Christ and knowing that He gave 
us the greatest gift of all. The last time we ever saw our son, 
he told us both that he loved us. Show the love of Christ to 
everyone this season, especially your family.  

 

 

 

Jesse Colston has been the pastor of Oil City Baptist Church since 

2012. Jesse and his wife, Melissa, have two children and two   

grandchildren. 

 

Culture Watch & National News 
Americans Believe Suicide Is Now An Epidem-
ic 
According to recent LifeWay Research, most Americans 
(77%) believe suicide has become an epidemic in the 
United States, with 34% strongly agreeing and 44% 
somewhat     agreeing. This number has jumped 22% 
since 2014.  
   

8 Out Of 10 Teens Expect To Live Together 
Before Marriage 
A recent study from the Marriage Strengthening Research 
&      Dissemination Center has released a report stating 
that 80% of teenagers, ages 15-19, expect to cohabit 
before marriage, with 95% saying they do expect to mar-
ry one day. Researchers believe a loss of a Christian             
understanding of marriage has been key to the increase 
of the acceptance of cohabitation before marriage.     
Researchers stated, “despite how profoundly our society 
has cheapened marriage, our souls still yearn for God’s 
design at the deepest level.”  
 

Leatherwood Voted In As New President Of 
The ERLC 
Brent Leatherwood, interim President of the Ethics & Reli-
gious Liberty Commission of the SBC, has been elected 
the new President. Leatherwood had served as interim 
since September 2021, and served in a variety of other 
roles at ERLC since 2017.  
 

67 Louisiana Churches Have Left The United 
Methodist Church  
Louisiana has 400 Methodist churches and 140,000 mem-
bers statewide. The           fundamental issue is the inclu-
sion of LGBTQ individuals in the full life and ministry of 
the church through marriage and ordination. The Global 
Methodist Church, a newly formed organization, is      
becoming the home for many of the fellowships that have 
left the UMC. 

SBC Pastor Pay Remains “Flat” During Tough  
Economy 
LifeWay Research, Guidestone and Baptist State Conven-
tions surveyed a broad section of churches last summer 
and found that pastors salaries have remained flat since 
2018, and total pay packages have         decreased over 
that same time. While the Consumer Price Index has 
jumped 17.6% from 2018 to 2022, compensation, which 
includes salary and housing,       decreased 0.2% for full-
time SBC pastors. However, their retirement and insur-
ance benefits decreased 2.1%.       In a previous LifeWay 
Research study, 1 in 5 Protestant      pastors say financial 
stress is one of the greatest        concerns they have in 
ministry.        

ips who have left the UMC.      

 

 

 

A student sitting at our GOLA Coffee Shop recently said she and her discipleship group – made up of all BCM students – might be 
looking at the book of Joshua in the near future. As an “Old Testament guy” hearing a student say this immediately got me excit-
ed. It also brought to mind one of my favorite passages from Joshua chapter 23, “You know with all your heart and soul that not 
one of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed.” Certain-
ly, we at the Shreveport BCM saw plenty of   promises fulfilled over the course of the Fall 2022 semester.   

The first promise we saw fulfilled comes from Isaiah 55, where God himself declared, “my Word that goes out from my mouth 
shall not return to me empty.” Indeed, the Shreveport BCM spent every opportunity this semester sowing the good news of Gos-
pel.  Each Free Lunch program we would have either a student leader or member of the local church providing lunch give their 
personal testimony. This allowed for multiple gospel conversations across the semester. And how did God’s word bear fruit? We 
had the joy of seeing a young man named Kaleb give his life to Christ in a conversation with another BCM student! The partner-
ship of the BCM – state, local association, and local churches – changed an eternity.    

Another truth found in scripture is that “the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.” However, there’s a hope with this prom-
ise that we can pray for God to send workers into the     harvest field. For the BCM, our prayers were answered when the Lord 
provided two excellent Campus Missionaries to help us reach a harvest field of multiple campuses and thousands of students. In 
fact, you did more than pray for the workers, you gave to   support them. In just six months, faithful and generous         individu-
als gave to support the campus missionary program, and already the BCM has received more than half its annual goal!   

God certainly has been faithful, and many of you have helped partner with us as well. Nothing the BCM does would 
be possible    without the prayers and support of our local churches and individual part-
ners. Let me say for all our staff and students, “Thank you!”  
 

If you or your church group would like to come join us in this fun and fruitful ministry, reach out to us at the BCM. We’d love to 
have you come join in all the good things God is doing.    

Christian Benit (pronounced Be-Neet) is a Lafayette native. 
Christian has been in and out of trouble most of his fifty 
years of life. Being raised in a good, stable home was not 
enough to keep him from making some very poor life choic-
es in his twenties. A jail cell for drug abuse was a regular 
occurrence. To add to his struggles, Christian lost his left 
leg in a tragic roadside accident ten years ago, but the drug 
abuse still continued. His last jail stay in    Jackson, MS, 
took another five and a half years of his life.  
 
Thankfully, some maturity, along with drug rehabilitation in 
Baton Rouge, got Christian clean for the first time in over 
twenty years. He wanted to get away from south Louisiana 
and his counselors     arranged for him to move to Shreve-
port. He got connected with one of our Association churches 
and their Men’s Bible Study which recommended him to 
John        Anderson, Director of Masada. Christian says, 
“I’m in the best place spiritually and emotionally that I’ve 
ever been in since I moved into Masada, along with the ac-
countability   of the men in my life.” He now has his Peer 
Support          Certification and is working toward counsel-
ing others.  
Missing a leg doesn’t slow Christian down. He will do      
anything set before him, from painting rooms at Masada, to 
working flower beds, or cutting grass on a riding mower for 
church members. Christian is now serving as a manager at 
Masada.  

 

 

Disability Doesn’t Slow Down This              
Masada Transitional Living Resident  

Stephen Craver, Director 
 

Jesse Colston, Pastor,  
Oil City Baptist Church,  

Oil City, LA 
 


