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There is an exodus taking place in our churches, one that rarely makes the headlines and seldom finds its way into our church

Staff Chanoes strategy sessions. It's the quiet departure of senior adults. Unlike younger generations, seniors don’t leave with announcements
. . on social media. They quietly fade away. A pew once filled by a faithful couple is now empty. A Sunday School teacher who

ﬁzf]tr‘éveog:l;ti's]fé%’; fgﬁi‘\jﬁ: ’ 3222?2;:3 from First West served for decades suddenly isn't there anymore. A widow stops attending after losing her husband. There is no church noise,

> X . just absence and loss.

Ellerbe: Emily Alexander, Children, resigned :
Summer Grove: John Roach, Pastor, from Green Acres i - A “ For many decades, senior adults have been the backbone of the church. They are the faithful givers and the most consistent
Baptist Church, Tyler, TX (wife, Emily) 1 - workers. When seniors drift away, the church feels it in their volunteer ranks and definitely in the offerings. The Evangelical

‘ \ Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA), notes that adults over 65 contribute about 40% of all donations to U.S. churches.
They are both faithful and consistent givers who view tithing as non-negotiable. This decline not only affects day-to-day
operations but also missions and a humber of other ministries that depend on steady funding. Another reality is, the smaller the
church, the larger this loss impacts the church.

Gallup’s research over the last twenty-five years shows a clear trajectory. In 2000, about 60% of Americans over the age of 65
attended church weekly. By 2020, that figure had dropped to 45% and is still dropping. That’s a 15-point decline in one

FIRM generation.

FouNDATION €
The Cause...

The simple answer is that many are now with the Lord. Over 2.3 million seniors pass on each year and tens of thousands of

' 202 6 SRt S those are church members. Mobility and health issues have caused seniors to become
e inactive or homebound. At times a lack of confidence in driving ability to sight or
JANUARY O R oM hearing loss can be a cause. A growing challenge to seniors is becoming the primary
PER PERSON 23-25 ; -giver to another famil ber or thei
OR CALL 318-938-1221 Ccare-giver to another ramily member or thelr own Spouse.

WINTER CAMP FOR STUDENTS FROM GRADES 6TH -12TH Additional church related reasons can be the painful loss of friends. A Sunday School

class once teeming with members is now only a handful, and loneliness sets in. The
church becomes a reminder of what has been lost. Hearing the talk of children’s
ministry, youth events and reaching the next generation, but little about their own
age group can be frustrating. What was once “their church” now feels like someone
else’s church.

It was a packed house for all three Branson @ Bethany
Christmas shows. For two cold December days, over a
thousand seniors adults laughed, worshiped and sang
Christmas songs. Katie Ashcraft’s Christmas music set the
table for each show. The Masters Voice from Tulsa, OK,
provided a wonderful Christmas spirit for everyone with some
classic Christmas carols, along with an unforgettable version
of the 12 Days of Christmas! Comedian Larry DeLawder kept
everyone rolling with his Deputy Barney Fife impressions along
with his amazing harmonica playing.

Finally, changes in worship and leadership can create a sense of disconnection. A new
style of music, a different flow to the service, or a younger pastor who doesn't
understand their history, can leave seniors feeling like strangers in their own
congregation. And when they step back, too often no one notices until they are gone.

The Response...

This can't be a peripheral issue. It's central to the future health and existence of many of our churches.

MASADA TRANSITIONAL LIVING CENTER is in e 1. Intentional Care. Many senior adults need practical help: Transportation, assistance with technology for communication, or
need of: 13 gal. trash bags, 33 gal. trash bags, 3 SEINTE simply a visit when mobility is limited.

paper_towels, and toile_t paper. P_Iease bring any \ g 4‘ \ 2. If your church is blessed to be multi-generational, be purposeful in service projects and small groups so that younger
donations to the Association Office. Thank you! ﬁ ‘ ‘ generations can gain wisdom and perspective.

Staff Opportuniti@s 3.If younger members are present, _mqke sure seniors are still in visible leadership positions and mentoring roles. Their stories
and faith can be powerful tools for discipleship.
PASTOR MUSIC YOUTH CHII DREN OTHER . . . L
Belle Park - FT Haynes Avenue - PT_| FBC Benton - PT Belcher - PT FBC Blanchard - Hourly Nursery Workers 4. Church leadership must address the struggles seniors face, whether they are loneliness, health concerns, or caregiving
ch’a”'_’t;‘fide -PT North Keithville - PT | Emmanuel - PT Ellerbe - FT New Birth - Children’s Church - Volunteer burdens. I trust these issues will remind all of us that every season of life matters in God’s Kingdom.
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