
 

Culture Watch -National News 
 
 

Some of the most anticipated events of the Shreveport BCM 
fall semester are fast    approaching. The first will be our an-
nual Friendsgiving event. This isn’t just your   typical Thanks-
giving feast. This year will be extra special as we partner with 
the LSUS     International Student Association. Our BCM stu-
dents will have a chance to tell international students all about 
Thanksgiving, and more             importantly, about the One to 
Whom we are thankful! The second major event will be our 
Christmas break mission trip. As our churches prepare for can-
tatas and  Sunday School     parties, our students prepare to 
help make Christmas possible for the less fortunate. Each year 
our      students journey to Dallas and work with Mission Ar-
lington to operate a Christmas store for families in the commu-
nity. Each  person coming through the store will not only get 
gifts for their children but will also be presented with the gos-
pel! Christmas wouldn’t  happen for many without this ministry 
and our students love getting to play Santa in this fun, Christ-
honoring way.  

 

Thank you to every church, small group, and individual whose 
support makes this fun and vital ministry     happen!  

If you would like to join us in all that God is doing at the 
Shreveport BCM, sign up for our monthly newsletter by email-
ing us at:                             shreveportbcm@gmail.com!  

Shreveport BCM /Stephen Craver
   

Sandy Wisdom-Martin 

 

 

Special thanks to the Rose Park Baptist Church family and pastor B.J. “Rocky” Maddox for hosting our 55th     

Annual Meeting. During the business session, messengers approved a $568,100 annual budget for the Association and a 
$918,500 annual budget for Bethany Camp & Conference Center. Multiple           committee reports were given and Lane 
Moore gave a “State of the Association”    address. 

The Northwest Association was privileged to hear from Dr. Jeff Iorg, President of the   Executive Committee in Nashville, 
Tennessee, as the Southern Baptist Convention  celebrated the 100th anniversary of the Cooperative Program in 2025. The 
pulpit used during the annual meeting was the pulpit of Dr. M.E. Dodd, pastor of FBC,       Shreveport, from 1912-1950. 
He is credited as the founder of the Cooperative      Program as he chaired the committee that presented the strategy to 
Southern     Baptists in 1925. We were blessed to be able to honor his           contribution and legacy to Southern Baptist 
missions and ministry.  

A letter was received and accepted from the South Bossier Baptist Church to host the 56th Annual Meeting on   October 
19, 2026.  

Fall Hoedown 

LSUS Lunch 

BPCC Lunch 

Geaux Retreat 

Mile Markers of a Church in Trouble 
 

As  2025 comes  to  a  close,  here  are  10  markers  
that  may  indicate your church  is in  trouble.  

 

1. Doctrinal Drift. In an effort to reach more people and sound inclusive to the world, churches may begin to make compromises and water down 

doctrinal truths.  

2. Evangelistic Atrophy. For churches evangelism is always a great goal, but in actuality very little is done about it.  

3. Failure to be Relevant. The gospel was not written in a cultural vacuum. Ministry has to organized in a way that we don’t become a huddled 

mass of believers hiding from a lost world.  

4. Too Inwardly Focused. If all of your programs and ministries are simply to keep the flock happy, your church is in trouble. 

5. Church Conflict. Church folks can find a way to make an argument about most anything. Perpetual power struggles can rule the day in many 

churches.  

6. The Priority of Comfort. People will do most anything in church rather than change, even if it means seeing the church decline. This is my 

class, my coffee pot, my pew, and my parking spot!  

7. A Growing Illiteracy of the Bible. More and more church members don’t know what they believe or why they  believe it. Asking church mem-

bers to give a defense for the gospel can be a challenge for the unprepared.   

8. Hoarding of Money and Possessions.  

“Don’t worry Pastor, we have plenty of money in the bank. We’ll be fine.”  

“Don’t throw that away. I remember when she donated that to the church.”  

9. Failure to Follow. Clearly, pastoral trust and credibility can be lost. But if the pastor possesses both, and the members still won’t let him lead so 

that he walks on egg shells to avoid being fired, the church is in trouble.  

10. Soft Idolatry. If our beloved programs, our special events, those faded pictures on the walls, and the         furnishings have become far too 

important, then the church is in trouble.      

Suspected Arson Hits Two Rural N.C. 
Churches 

Calvary’s Cross Baptist Church and       Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, both in     Cleveland County, N.C., were set on 
fire several weeks ago in what investigators are treating 
as cases of suspected arson. Both churches sustained 
damage to the buildings’ exteriors. Fortunately both fires 
were quickly noticed by passing neighbors who called the 
fire department. Since 2018 there have been 1,384 docu-
mented acts of hostility against churches in the United 
States.                                            
Source: The Washington Stand 

 

Millennials And Generation Z Are Driving A 
Bible Reading Comeback 

After years of decline in Bible reading by Americans, 
something unexpected is happening. Young Americans are 
opening the Bible again. David Kinnaman, CEO of Barna 
Group, said “This aligns with other signs of spiritual     
interest and reinforces the finding that Christian faith and 
practice are experiencing a reset moment.”  Below is a 25 
year trend on Bible reading in America.    Source: Barna Research 

 

U.S. Adults Split On Role Of Religion In 
Public Schools 

U.S. adults are nearly equally divided on how much of a 
role religion should play in public schools, according to a 
You-Gov poll. A third (34%) say it doesn’t play enough of 
a role, a quarter (26%) say it’s involved about the right 
amount, and a quarter (26%) say religion plays too much 
of a role.                    Source: 

You-Gov 
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The Quiet Departure 
 

 

There is an exodus taking place in our churches, one that rarely makes the headlines and seldom finds its way into our church 
strategy sessions. It’s the quiet departure of senior adults. Unlike younger generations, seniors don’t leave with announcements 
on social media. They quietly fade away. A pew once filled by a faithful couple is now empty. A Sunday School teacher who 
served for decades suddenly isn’t there anymore. A widow stops attending after losing her husband. There is no church noise, 
just absence and loss.  

For many decades, senior adults have been the backbone of the church. They are the faithful givers and the most consistent 
workers. When seniors drift away, the church feels it in their volunteer ranks and definitely in the offerings. The Evangelical 
Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA), notes that adults over 65 contribute about 40% of all donations to U.S. churches. 
They are both faithful and consistent givers who view tithing as non-negotiable. This decline not only affects day-to-day       
operations but also missions and a number of other ministries that depend on steady funding. Another reality is, the smaller the 
church, the larger this loss impacts the church.  

Gallup’s research over the last twenty-five years shows a clear trajectory. In 2000, about 60% of Americans over the age of 65 
attended church weekly. By 2020, that figure had dropped to 45% and is still dropping. That’s a 15-point decline in one       
generation.   

The Cause...  

The simple answer is that many are now with the Lord. Over 2.3 million seniors pass on each year and tens of thousands of 
those are church members. Mobility and health issues have caused seniors to become  
inactive or homebound. At times a lack of confidence in driving ability to sight or     
hearing loss can be a cause. A growing challenge to seniors is becoming the primary 
care-giver to another family member or their own spouse.  

Additional church related reasons can be the painful loss of friends. A Sunday School 
class once teeming with members is now only a handful, and loneliness sets in. The 
church becomes a reminder of what has been lost. Hearing the talk of children’s   
ministry, youth events and reaching the next generation, but little about their own 
age group can be frustrating. What was once “their church” now feels like someone 
else’s church.  

Finally, changes in worship and leadership can create a sense of disconnection. A new 
style of music, a different flow to the service, or a younger pastor who doesn’t       
understand their history, can leave seniors feeling like strangers in their own        
congregation. And when they step back, too often no one notices until they are gone.  

The Response... 

This can’t be a peripheral issue. It’s central to the future health and existence of many of our churches.  

1. Intentional Care. Many senior adults need practical help: Transportation, assistance with technology for communication, or 
simply a visit when mobility is limited.  

2. If your church is blessed to be multi-generational, be purposeful in service projects and small groups so that younger       
generations can gain wisdom and perspective.  

3. If younger members are present, make sure seniors are still in visible leadership positions and mentoring roles. Their stories 
and faith can be powerful tools for discipleship.  

4. Church leadership must address the struggles seniors face, whether they are loneliness, health concerns, or caregiving     
burdens. I trust these issues will remind all of us that every season of life matters in God’s Kingdom.  

           Contributed content from Church Answers  

 

 PASTOR MUSIC YOUTH CHILDREN OTHER 
 Haynes Avenue - PT 

North Keithville - PT 
Providence - PT 
Westwood - PT 

FBC Benton - PT 
Emmanuel - PT 
Mooringsport - PT 
North Keithville - PT 

Belcher - PT 
Ellerbe - FT 
Ferry Lake - PT 
South Bossier - PT 

FBC Blanchard - Hourly Nursery Workers 
New Birth - Children’s Church - Volunteer 
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NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES 

Staff Opportunities 

Pastor Anniversaries 
Gevan Spinney 2003 FBC Haughton 

Tommy Allen 2003 Lighthouse 

Jim Gstohl 2005 Tower 

Greg Shyne 2014 United Outreach  

Brett Puckitt 2018 FBC Vivian 

John Prose 2022 Mooringsport 

Coy Fuqua 2023  North Keithville 

Sang Kim 2023 Hana  

Ryan Burton 2024 Dixie Garden 

Kevin Flattmann 2024 Cypress South

It was a packed house for all three Branson @ Bethany    
Christmas shows. For two cold December days, over a       
thousand seniors adults laughed, worshiped and sang     
Christmas songs. Katie Ashcraft’s Christmas music set the   
table for each show. The Masters Voice from Tulsa, OK,        
provided a wonderful Christmas spirit for everyone with some 
classic Christmas carols, along with an unforgettable version 
of the 12 Days of Christmas! Comedian Larry DeLawder kept 
everyone rolling with his Deputy Barney Fife impressions along 
with his amazing harmonica playing.     

MASADA TRANSITIONAL LIVING CENTER is in 

need of:  13 gal. trash bags, 33 gal. trash bags,    
paper towels, and toilet paper. Please bring any    
donations to the Association Office. Thank you! 

Staff Changes 

Belle Park - FT 
Countryside - PT 
Ida - PT 
New Bethel - PT 
Oak Hill - PT 
Pinecroft - PT 

 

Eastwood:  Jason McGuffie , Pastor, from First West 
Monroe Baptist Church (wife, Jessica) 
Ellerbe:  Emily Alexander, Children, resigned 
Summer Grove:  John Roach, Pastor, from Green Acres 
Baptist Church, Tyler, TX  (wife, Emily) 

http://www.Facebook.com/NWLBA

