
  
 

This year marks the 250th anniversary of the classic hymn, ñAmazing Grace.ò In early 1773, 
John Newton in Olney, England, led his congregation to sing a new hymn he had just written 
for a  special occasion. It spoke of his conversion, of his self-proclaimed wretchedness, and the 

saving power of Godôs grace. Its popularity has never wavered across cultures and generations. 
    

John Newton, a former slave-trader, was now a converted follower of Christ. After his conversion, Newton    
became a minister. A young articulate politician named William Wiberforce, who had also recently converted 
to faith in Christ, came calling one day. He won his first seat in Parliament at the age of 21. Newton counseled 
and mentored Wiberforce for years. That launched the young Parliament member to work tirelessly to end the slave trade in the 
British Empire. Newton encouraged Wiberforce to remain in Parliament, believing his integrity, reputation and 
influence could serve the cause of Christ better there, rather than a life in vocational ministry. In 1787,    
Wilberforce wrote in his dairy, ñAlmighty God has set before me two great objectives, the abolition of the 
slave trade and the reformation of morals.ò  Wilberforceôs emancipation battle would last decades. Due to 
failing health, he resigned his Parliament seat in 1825. When Wilberforce was on his death bed in 1833, he 
received word that Parliament had voted to free all 800,000 slaves throughout the British Empire.  
 

William Wiberforce is a great example of what Jesus can do to those fully committed to Him in whatever       
position God places them, when Godôs ñamazing graceò grips a life committed to Him. 
 

What would ministers in 2023 counsel a young William Wilberforce to do? Perhaps, ñKeep quiet.  Keep your 
opinions to yourself. Donôt challenge the status quo. Politics and faith donôt mix?ò  President Calvin Coolidge said in the 1920's, 
ñIf good men donôt hold office, bad men will.ò 

 

Stay faithful in the fight for truth and righteousness.  

Lane 
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 PASTOR MUSIC YOUTH CHILDREN OTHER 
Belcher - Bi-Vo 
Emmanuel - Bi-Vo 
Haynes Avenue - Bi-Vo 
Shreve City - Bi-Vo 
Westlake - Bi-Vo 
 

Belle Park - PT 
Lakeview - PT 
Westwood - PT 
 

Barksdale - PT 
Blanchard - FT 
Eastwood - FT 
Mooringsport - PT 
North Keithville - PT 
Plain Dealing - PT/FT 
Princeton FBC - PT 
Westwood - PT 
Vivian FBC - FT 

Belcher - PT 
Ferry Lake - PT 
 
 

Bethany - Nursery Coordinator - PT 
Blanchard - Hourly Nursery Workers 
Norris Ferry - Administrative Assistant - PT 
New Birth - Childrenôs Church - Volunteer 

Staff Updates  bƻƴ-tǊƻŦƛǘ hǊƎ 
¦{ tƻǎǘŀƎŜ tŀƛŘ 
{ƘǊŜǾŜǇƻǊǘ [! 
tŜǊƳƛǘ от 

NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES  

 Staff Opportunities 

Pastor Anniversaries 
Ed Gonzalez 2003 Linwood 

Jesse Colston 2012 Oil City 

John McCatherty 2021 Ferry Lake

Fellowship Trip  

New Staff 

Staff Changes 

FBC Keithville:  Savannah, Jekyll Island & 
Beaufort, South Carolina. May 21-27, 2023. $851.00 
per person. For reservations or more  information, 
contact Linda Haydel, 318-455-9571. 

North Keithville:  Coy Fuqua, Pastor, from interim 
(wife, LeAnne) 
 

Shreveport FBC:  Luke Lusted, Music, from     
Camelback Bible Church, Paradise Valley, AZ (wife, Jenn) 
 

Woodridge:  Aaron Greenwood, Music, from Farley 
Street Baptist Church, Waxahachie, TX (wife, Seana) 

 

CALL TO 
PRAYER VIII 

2023 
33 Association pastors prayed, 
preached, and worshiped with 
nearly 400 in attendance at 
First Blanchard in early     
February! Also, a special time 
of prayer was given for     
several north Caddo mayors,          
aldermen, and LA state     
representatives. 

Belle Park:  John Oswalt, Music, retiring  
 

Calvary:  J. D. Jones, Children, resigning to       
Fellowship Community Church, Stonewall, LA, as      
Assoc. Pastor 
 

Elm Grove:  Kurt Zortman, Pastor, from interim. 
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Licensed counselor, Clint Davis, will be speaking, along with 
Caddo Sheriff personnel. 

http://www.Facebook.com/NWLBA

