In February, we convened
WMU/MISSIONS/Carol French at the Geaux4Kids warehouse
'Y

spent the morning sorting supplies and stuffing

Geaux Bags for children in crisis. The bags are

_ \ "4 distributed through first responders in Louisiana
4 and in parts of Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas!

'You can get more information at geauxbags.org or call Felicia

Patton at 318-272-8034.

We hope you were able to reach your church goal for the Annie
Armstrong Easter Offering, because 100% of gifts given to
IAAEO go to support more than 3,000 missionary families
serving across the United States and Canada. Gifts are used to
train and to provide resources for missionaries engaged in
evangelism, church planting, and compassion ministries. If you
were unable to reach your offering goal, please contact us
through the Association Office so we can brainstorm with

you! We have creative resources to help with promotion and
motivation!

We are entering a season of opportunity! This is a very busy
time of year with graduations, family vacations, weddings... lots
of change and movement. There are a lot of wonderful things
going on, but the world is also in turmoil. No matter how busy
we are or what is going on in our lives, we are STILL meant to

be on mission. People still need to hear God’s message. One
opportunity that we have to share that Message in Northwest
Louisiana is through the camps and retreats that are hosted at
Camp Bethany! Our NLBA-WMU Quarterly Meeting will be
held at the Camp on May 16 at 10 AM in the CPAC Conference
Room. We will hear an update on plans for the new South
Cabin and will participate in a prayer walk across the
campgrounds (or using a map, if you have mobility
challenges). Lunch will be provided in the Dining Hall, but you
MUST REGISTER BY MAY 9. Call, text, or email Rhonda Berry.
318-415-9623 or splashberry@yahoo.com. You do not have to
be part of a church WMU organization to attend our events.
We welcome all ladies!

OTHER DATES TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR: WMU

Annual Missions Celebration (Orlando, FL) - June 7 and
RefresHer - Sept. 19 We are Meant for the Mission!

the semester, one event stands out in particular.

On February 18th, many of our students gathered at Ellerbe
Baptist Church to watch two of their friends be baptized. Both
Anna Kate Rasberry and Abdel Zeidan made the decision to
follow Christ's command to be baptized as believers. Baptizing
these two students was a joy and a memory that I will cherish
for years. Our students support each other as brothers and
sisters in Christ, reminding me of why the BCM exists.

If you and your church would like to partner with this ministry
where God is changing young people’s lives, there are 3 ways
you can:

1. You can pray for us!

2. You can serve with us by providing a meal, having a work day, or
connecting us with incoming freshmen at your church.

3. You can become a financial partner at shreveportbcm.com/give.

SO FEEENOEEY What a semester at the Shreveport
BCM! To say the semester flew by would be
an understatement, but since January, God has done great
things. Our students have had the opportunity to ask questions
and engage in conversations about their faith with an
apologetics professor from New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary. They've discussed mental health with a Christian
counselor from one of our local churches. Our students attended our annual
Collegiate Evangelism Conference, and four will be partnering with the
International Mission Board for a mission trip to Madrid, Spain. None of this
would be possible without the generous support of our churches and the
NLBA. On behalf of all our staff and students, “Thank you!” As I reflect on

Norrhwest Louisiana Baprist Associrion
QUARTERLY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

Thursday, May 14, 2026

4701 Palvermo Road, Benton, LA

Evangelism Tune-Up Session
Led by Preston Condra, with Sufficienr Word Ministries, Fayerreville, AR

1l - 11:47 am LEADERSHIP HOUR

AN EAsy way To bEGIN A GospEl CoNVERsATION,
plus overcoming The 7 big fears:
* | don't know what TO say.
*  |'m afraid I'll offend someoNE.
% WHAT if | cAN'T ANSWER A QUESTION?

12 Noon - LUNCH & BUSINESS MEETING
Please RSVP at 718-686-577b or carlene@nwiba.org

An Editorial from your DOM...

A few weeks ago, Pope Leo XIV stood before tens of
thousands in St. Peter’s Square and effectively told those
praying families in America that God has closed His ears
concerning our military involvement with Iran. The Pope
stated "He does not listen to the prayers of those who wage
war, but rejects them.” He went on to quote from the
prophet Isaiah, "When you spread out your hands, I will hide
my eyes from you,; Even though you make many prayers;

I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood.” Isaiah 1:15.

Even a beginning Bible student knows the Pontiff took that
out of context. Isaiah is directing his words to the wickedness
of the people of Judah who were perverting justice, not at a
nation defending itself and Israel against a nuclear threat.
The Catholic Church’s own Catechism, section 2308-2309,
lays out conditions under which an armed defense is morally
legitimate. The Pope didn't just contradict the Bible, He
contradicted his own Church’s doctrine.

Throughout the Old Testament, Jehovah God called the
children of Israel to battle. When God delivered them from
bondage in Egypt and defeated Pharaoh’s army, Moses
responded with a song, recorded in Exodus 15. He declares,
"The Lord is a man of war, the Lord is His name.” Scripture
also teaches us that David was a warrior king, and God also
commanded Joshua to take Jericho.

The imagery is not confined to the Old Testament. In
Revelation 19, Jesus Himself is depicted as a warrior riding a
white horse, bringing judgement against the nations, with a
sword proceeding from His month. The Bible is consistent.
God is both Redeemer and Righteous Judge.

America has a rich history of seeking the Father during times
of war. From George Washington at Valley Forge, FDR and
the beaches of Normandy, to Bush during the Iraq conflict,
Americans have called upon the providential care of the
Father to protect our troops in righteous endeavors.

Yes, God is listening. Tonight when a mom or dad prays for
their child or grandchild who serves in the military, or a wife
prays that God will bring her husband safely home, they
should know they have an army of prayer warriors in America
who stand with them.

No politician, no editorial news board and no pope will stand
between a believer and our heavenly Father to tell us when
to pray. So we'll remain humble and stay on bended knee.
It suits us better.

Culture Warch & National News

NBA Player Released From
Team Over Christian Views
Chicago Bulls player Jaden Ivey
was released from the team as
management used the vague,
catch-all-phrase, "conduct detrimental to the team.” Ivey
posted a video that expressed that his Christian beliefs
would not allow him to support the NBA's unrighteous
promotion of Gay Pride Month. Few players have come to
his defense. However, New England Patriots running
back, TreVeyon Henderson, immediately posted a verse
of support from Matthew 5:10, "Blessed are those who
are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven.”

Source: American Journal Daily

-
Military Church Services ‘
Are Packed In The '

Middle East
Major General Trent Davis, a ‘ ‘ !
Southern Baptist who currently

serves as Chief of Chaplains for the U.S. Air Force,
recently stated, "7 saw a U.S. military worship service in
the Middle East that was standing room only. A few
weeks later, the wing commander doubled the size of the
chapel tent. It's now bursting at the seams and people
are being baptized on a weekly basis because of what
God is doing along with the faithful work of our
chaplains.” Source: SBC News
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ELOS continues to shift as Protestant
churches see more closures than

new starts. This research included 35 different
denominations. Lifeway estimates 3,800 new churches
launched in 2024, while 4,000 closed. Research confirmed
that the gap is narrowing and fewer churches are closing
from the peak in 2019-2020.

Church Closures Are Still
Surpassing Church
Openings

America’s church landscape

Source: Lifeway Research

How Far Has New York City Fallen?
In 1956 New York City honored
Christ on Easter weekend by
creating three crosses with
illuminated windows on city
skyscrapers. In 2026 the
governor of New York had the
spire on top of One America
World Trade Center in
Manhattan (built as a memorial
to the victims of 9/11) illuminated in green to honor
Muslim Heritage Month, in celebration of the end of
Ramadan (or Eid al-Fitr), one of two major Islamic
holidays. New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani
celebrated the decision.

Source: New York Post
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Staft Updates

Pastor Anniversaries

Mike Stowell 1987 FBC Keithville
Ron Johnson 2007 Mission Point
Luke Allen 2010 Covenant Bossier
Terry Young 2016 Airline
Richard Thomas 2016 Gethsemane
Leonard Nichols 2025 Woodland Hills

Staff Changes

Countryside: Michael Stringer, Pastor, from interim
Ida: B/l Lott, Pastor, from interim.

Church News

Lakeview: 75th Anniversary celebration, May 17.
Morning worship begins at 10:45, followed by lunch in the

Fellowship Hall. Former members, pastors, and all guests
are invited.
Mooringsport: NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

GATHERING, May 7, 5:30 pm. Join us as we unite to Aer

reat Commission University

“Glorify God Among the Nations.” We will join with
community members, leaders, and believers nationwide
as we pray for our country, government, churches, and

families.
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Church Contributions to Association Budget - $129,212.52
Budget Expenses of Association - $134,283.25

5875 W. 70th St

Shreveport LA 71129

318-686-5736 FAX: 687-9701

Return Service Requested

E-mail: carlene@nwlba.org

Website: www.nwlba.org

www.Facebook.com/NWLBA

Hours: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm/Mon-Thur.
8:30 am - 12:00 noon/Friday

Lane Moore, Director of Missions
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FIRST BOSSIER

Register Now!
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MAXIMIZE

People for the Great Commission
May 19-20, 2026

Secure Your
Seat Today!
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BIG CAMP EXPERIENCE, SMALL CAMP PRICE

MICAH STOWELL

WORSHIP

REGISTER YOUR GROUP AT BETHANYC3.COM

Staff Opportunities
PASTOR MUSIC YOUTH CHII DREN OTHER
Belle Park - FT Haynes Avenue - PT | FBC Benton - PT Belcher - PT Barksdale - Ministry Assistant - PT
New Bethel - PT Providence - PT Emmanuel - PT Ellerbe - FT FBC Blanchard - Hourly Nursery Workers
Oak Hill - PT Westwood - PT Mooringsport - PT Ferry Lake - PT New Birth - Children’s Church - Volunteer

Pinecroft - PT
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Baptist News ==

[¢'s Time To Build at Bcthang!

Your Northwest Association is pleased to announce plans to build a 9,575 sq. foot cabin and conference center
complex. For some time there has been great for some time for additional lodging along with a medium size
conference room.

.

THE

SOUTH

Since Bethany opened in 1980, much has changed in the demands of 8
camp ministry. Bethany faces a continuing challenge to accommodate
the needs of multiple churches and ministries to children, youth and
adults simultaneously. The opportunity for expansion will enable the ;
Bethany team to serve more churches on the same week or weekend

and also serve the growing requests from the corporate community as
they seek retreat and conference space.

The SOUTH CABIN & CONFERENCE CENTER as currently
designed will add over 160 beds and provide a meeting space to seat
125. The facility will be located in the open field between the Chapel
and CPAC Event Center.

The past two years have seen the most growth in the history of Bethany. However, it has been over 25 years
since Bethany last added more lodging space with the east and west annex wings to Kelley Lodge. The original,
smaller cabins will continue to be used in the summer to cover the expanding registration demand, but they no
1 longer meet an adequate bathroom/bed ratio.

| Cabin & Confg_[cncc C'Cntél;-
i

At the May Executive Board meeting a proposal will be voted on to allocate nearly $500,000 towards the
foundation of the campaign. The past couple of years, through wise and targeted investments, the various
endowments of the Association have been greatly blessed. It's time to roll those earnings into a growing ministry.

We are asking the churches of Northwest Association and our many Friends of Bethany to prayerfully join this
campaign to fully fund The South Cabin Project. Several Northwest pastors have already graciously committed
their churches to join the campaign.

There are multiple ways to give through either a one time gift or smaller monthly gifts. A Church, Sunday School
class, or an individual can also designate giving towards one of the 10 private cabin spaces or the larger meeting
room. Another option to donate is by purchasing furnishings such as chairs, bunk beds, or kitchen appliances.

Contributions to The South Cabin Project can be made out to NLBA. Write (SCCC) in the memo portion of the
check.

Go to the Northwest Association’s Facebook page to watch the two-minute video for additional details about the
new South Cabin project.
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